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sure of finding a hearty welcome and a reluctant farewell; and
when afterwards far off in Ha'yel we continued to receive
messages from Dafee and Salim to beg the realization of our.
ambiguous and indefinite promises of a future return.

However, in very truth, all, or almost all, were our friends at
heart, and really meant us well, with a hearty desire to sec us
established among them. Proffers of partnership in business,
nay, of marriage alliance, were not uncommon, and we had to
defend ourselves not less strenuously than Ulysses against the
charms of more than one half-unveiled Calypso. Even Ghfifil
was, to a certain extent, sincere; and it is a general feature in
the Arab character, that the heartiest friendship and the most
profuse generosity are nowise incompatible with a hard bargain
or taking an advantage in affairs, of which this worthy's conduct
was an excellent illustration.

But now came another question; how were we to get on to
Djebel Shomer ? Between it and us lay the formidable sand-
passes, called the Nefood, where Arab travellers, however bold,
are in no hurry to adventure at any season of the year, and to
pass which in the latter half of July might be reckoned almost
as difficult an exploit, though for a somewhat contrary reason
as to sail through Behring's Straits in the month of January.
In fact, from May to September few and far between are those
who commit their beasts or themselves to the hazards of these
burning sands. So that to all our enquiries on this subject,
"wait till the dates be. ripe" was the only answer, and these
same dates were not to ripen till the rise of Soheyl, or Canoptis,
here coincident with the first week of September, and the be-
ginning of the new year in popular computation.

"What to do?" as I once heard a Frenchman say, thus
translating his "quoifaire?" a thought too literally into Eng-
lish. We did not well know, only we were terribly annoyed
at the prospect of so long a delay, when there occurred a
favourable and unlooked-for opportunity of accomplishing our
wishes.

TeULl, soon after taking possession of the Djowf, had begun
to use that province as a basis for extending his power thence
over the whole of the surrounding desert and its indwellers, up
to die Pilgrim road on the west and Syria on the north. The
intervening space is, as we have already seen, occupied chiefly